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BOOK REVIEWS
BIOCHEMISTRY OF DISEASE. By Meyer Bodansky and Oscar
Bodansky. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1940. 384 pp., $8.
Medical students during the clinical years and practitioners will find the
arrangement of this book particularly to their liking. Under the headings
of organ symptoms or particular diseases, chemical changes are discussed
in so far as they are helpful in treatment or in understanding the physiological
disturbances and symptoms. This makes the book read more like a text-
book of medicine than a treatise on biochemistry. Considerable use of dia-
grams and tables from original articles is made. A bibliography is given for
each chapter. The style is clear and readable.
A work covering as large a field as this is bound to be uneven and inade-
quate in certain sections, but on the whole the authors have done surprisingly
well. One gains the impression that the authors were so determined to keep
the clinical point of view that they made presentation of the subject more
difficult. Important experimental work on animals is often omitted. While
this avoids putting emphasis on results valid for animals that do not necessarily
apply to man, it often leaves out important biochemical contributions to the
understanding of disease. For instance, no mention is made of the evidence
of a disturbance in carbohydrate metabolism in adrenocortical insufficiency-
probably because strikingly low blood sugars are rare in Addison's disease.
Yet with treatment with the compound, desoxycorticosterone, which corrects
renal function, abnormally low blood sugar may appear.
DANIEL C. DARROW.
PNEUMOCONIOSIS (SILICOSIS): THE STORY OF DUSTY LUNGS.
By Lewis Gregory Cole and William Gregory Cole. Published by
John B. Pierce Foundation, New York, 1940. 100 pp., $1.
In this volume the authors present their observations of a group of pneu-
moconiotic lungs and the conclusions based thereon. Their main argument
is presented in the first 52 pages; the remainder of the volume consists of
two reprints of earlier work on the subject by the same authors. Their
statement that "Many of the conclusions herein recorded concerning the
scientific aspects of the disease-its etiology, pathogenesis, pathology and
roentgenology, as well as its social, economic and legal aspects, are not in
accord with accepted ideas" is endorsed by this reviewer. The term silicosis
is used in the title but discredited in the text, and great emphasis is placed on
the finding of dust particles which the authors divide into "white" or "black"
according to their appearance when viewed by polarized light.